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1.0PURPOSE OF ANDNEED FOR ACTION

1.1.Proposed Action and Need
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) proposegurhase via fee title the 180-acre, four-parcel,
Milltown Park property from The Nature Conserva€iNC) located near the town of Bonner,
Montana. The community of Bonner is in Missoulau@ty, about 5 miles east of Missoula along the
Interstate Highway 90 corridor.

The proposed acquisition is the first step in gdaproject for the confluence area of the ClarkFmd
Blackfoot Rivers. The Milltown Park project is ailtiyear project to redevelop and restore the
Milltown Dam and Reservoir area to provide a dii@ ttombines recreation opportunities, heritage
tourism, and environmental education that servesrasv catalyst of economic opportunity for the
Milltown and Bonner communities. The entire cgotgalan for Milltown Park can be accessed at
http://www.co.missoula.mt.us/wg/MilltownDam/Milltowredevelopment/pdfs/Final_Concept Plan Re
port.pdf(2008; accessed 27 Oct 2010).

This initial step calls for the acquisition of tfear TNC parcels near Bonner, the Blackfoot Riaerd
the Milltown Dam overlook by FWP. These parcelsiaraddition to the 450+ acres of NorthWestern
Energy lands that are scheduled to come to FWReasare of the state park and would enhance the
overall plans for the park. The size and locatbthe parcels are as follows (Fig. 1):

» Parcel #1, locally known as Bonner Hill, is eastra Bonner School and is approximately 102
acres;

» Parcel #2 is just north of Bonner, north of thedRfaot River across from the former Stimson
Lumber Company Mill and is approximately 47 acres;

* Parcel #3 is west of Milltown, near the Milltown Daverlook near the Clark Fork River and is
approximately 19 acres; and

» Parcel #4 is just northeast of Parcel 1, straddiiegtana Highway 200, and south of the
Blackfoot River and is approximately 11 acres.

All of these parcels were owned by various timbédlsniBonner, Anaconda Company, etc.) that had
existed in Bonner and Milltown since the late 1880d most recently by Plum Creek Timber Company
prior to December 2008. Because of the parcetsecproximity to the mills, all have been logged at
one time or another. Currently, all the parceésfarested in a mix of conifers and limited quaesitof
aspen and larch, with Parcels 2 and 4 borderin@lhekfoot River and with riparian species present
such as willow and other herbaceous plants.

Threats to these parcels include the potentialldpugent of residential and recreational homes bexau
of their close proximity to the communities of B@nnMilltown, West Riverside, and Missoula, as well
as a their natural views of the valley and confagearea, and for Parcel 2, river frontage on the
Blackfoot River.

1 Website for Milltown Dam and associated inforroatis http://www.co.missoula.mt.us/wg/MilltownDam/indesan
(accessed 27 Oct 2010).




The proposed action would meet the redevelopmeet\aues drawn from the 2005 Concept Plan
approved by Missoula County:
1. Maintain the majority of the area in a naturalisett

2. Foster diverse, free, and safe public river acaesssrecreational opportunities compatible with
the natural environment of the area.

3. Provide educational opportunities and facilitiestthllow people of all ages to learn about the
history of the area and restoration efforts.

1.2 Objectives of the Proposed Action
« Provide lasting public access to currently accéssamds and nonmotorized trail connectivity;

« Make available recreation and outdoor classroonoudppities to local residents;
« Permanently protect riparian and wildlife habitatg
+ Replace lost and injured natural resources thag wWer subject of Montana v. ARCO.

1.3. Location
The Milltown Park parcels are located approximagelyiles east of Missoula, Montana.

Legal Descriptions:

Parcels 1, 2, and 4: Sec.22, T13N, R18W in NWRigér, Gov. Lots 1&2, SE4, PT SW4
SW4 in Sec. 22, 13-18 less tracts
Parcel 3: Sec.20, T13N, R18W, Platt C&D, East eéDCreek Road




1.4 Relevant Plans
Milltown/Two Rivers Park Conceptual Design Plan details the design plan to create a new stateatark
the confluence of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Revafter the removal of the Milltown Dam and the
restoration work of the reservoir area is compléMdltown Superfund Site Redevelopment Working
Group,2008).

FWP Comprehensive Fish & Wildlife Management Strategy

During the last century, riparian habitats havdided in Montana, as a result of timber harvesting,
water diversion, noxious weed invasions, and regidiedevelopment. The 132-mile Blackfoot River is
identified in the Montana’s Comprehensive Fish @ittllife Conservation Strategy (2005), as 1 of 5
Aquatic Focus Areas in the state. The BlackfoeeRsupports two community types of greatest
conservation need (Tier 1 community types; interntain/foothill grassland and riparian & wetland) as
well as five Tier 1 species, including the endardédwull trout.

The table below lists Montana Species of Conce®Band Threatened/Endangered species (US Fish
and Wildlife Service status under the Endangerezti®p Act) that have been observed on the property
or are predicted to occur within the vicinity (Mant Natural Heritage database, accessed 8 Oct.2010)

Table 1. Montana Species of Concern and ThreatEéndengered Species observed or expect to occur
on the four TNC parcels proposed for acquisitiorFyP.

Common name
Species Status* Habitat Status in Vicinity of Parcels
Species of Concern

Bull Trout Threatened, Mountain streams, Uses the Blackfoot River near

Salvelinus confluentus SOC, Tier 1 rivers, and lakes Parcels 2 and 4 as a migratory
corridor.

Westslope Cutthroat Trout | Sensitive, Coldwater streams Uses the Blackfoot River near

(Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi) | SOC, Tier 1 Parcels 2 and 4 as a migratory
corridor.

Canada Lynx Threatened, SOC Subalpine conifer forests The area has low qublity habitat.

(Lynx Canadensis) Tier 1

Fisher SOC, Tier 2 Mixed conifer forest The area has lowality fisher

(Martes pennant) habitat.

Gray Wolf Endangered Generalist No known den or rendezvous siteg on

(Canislupus) north of 1-90, the parcels.

Threatened
South of 1-90

Hoary Bat SOC, Tier 2 Conifer and riparian Suitable habitat, no surveys have

(Lasiurus cinereus) forests been done to document
presence/absence.

Wolverine SOC, Tier 2 Conifer forests The area has low qualilverine

(Gulo gulo) habitat. Potential movement area,
not verified.

Bald Eagle Delisted, SOC, | Riparian forests Nest sites at east Missoula apeuf

(Haliaeetus leucocephal us) Tier 1 end of former Milltown Reservoir,
not close to any of the properties, > 1
mile away.

Clark’s Nutcracker SOC, Tier 3 Conifer forests Bipgresent & probably use all of
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(Grylloblatta
campodeiformis)

Species Status* Habitat Status in Vicinity of Parcels

(Nucifraga Columbiana) the parcels.

Flammulated Owl SOC, Tier 1 Low-mid elevation Parcel 1 provides the best habitat fg

(Otus flammeol us) conifer forests with largeg this species. Verified nesting on

trees ridges to the west and north of

Milltown. Foraging habitat on
Parcels 1, 3, & 4.

Great Blue Heron SOC, Tier 3 Riparian woodlands Rookery locatedhatupper end of

(Ardea Herodias) the former Milltown Reservoir near
the old RR bed, not very close to any
of the properties.

Northern Goshawk SOC, Tier 2 Mixed conifer forests Foraging habitatall parcels.

(Accipiter gentilis) Potential nesting habitat on Parcels
& 3.

Pileated Woodpecker SOC, Tier 2 Moist conifer forests Best habitat @mndels 1 & 3.

(Dryocopus pileatus)

Peregrine Falcon Delisted, Cliffs, forages over Bonner nest site is located just off t

(Falco pereginus) SOC, Tier 2 riparian, wetland habitats NE corner of Parcel 2. Development
of this site will need to consider
potential impacts on this aerie.

Veery SOC, Tier 2-3 Riparian forests, shrubbypocumented using riparian shrub

(Catharus fuscescens) habitats habitat in the Milltown Reservoir
area.

Winter Wren SOC, Tier 2 Moist conifer forests Suitable hahbitedrea, not verified.

(Troglodytes troglodytes)

Western Skink SOC, Tier 2 Rock outcrops Suitable habitat, noifiegt.

(Eumeces skiltonianus)

Western Toad SOC, Tier 2 Wetlands, lakes, Verified in the Turah area, may use

(Bufo boreas) floodplain pools uplands adjacent to Clark Fork and
Blackfoot rivers.

A. Millipede SOC Dry mixed conifer forest Unknown

(Adrityla cucullata) clearings

A. Millipede SOC Mixed conifer forests Unknown

(Austrotyla montani)

A. Millipede SOC Mixed conifer forests Unknown

(Corypus cochlearis)

Potential Species of Concern

Barrow’s Goldeneye PSOC, Tier 3 Wetlands Documented to occur in tha ar

(Bucephala islandica) during migration.

Hooded Merganser PSOC, Tier 2 Rivers and riparian Documented to occur in the area

(Lophodytes cucullatus) wetlands during migration. Potential breedin
habitat in oxbow wetlands along the
Clark Fork River upstream of the
former dam site.

An Ice Crawler PSOC Unknown due to its nocturnal habit

and activity at temperatures just
above freezing.

*Tier 1 status identifies those species in greatesservation need.

Missoula County Growth Policy serves as a planning guide for local officials aitidens, which is

reviewed at least once every five years after adopt The most recent update of the policy was




completed in 2005. It provides a long range statdrmf local public policy defining guidance for
managing and accommodating development within taty (December 2006).

Missoula County Parks and Conservation Lands Plan is meant to guide citizens, the County Park Board,
and the Board of County Commissioners in their worknprove and maintain park lands within
Missoula County (1997).

Missoula County Zoning Resolution establishes districts wherein compatible usesraf faay be located
and grouped to create, protect, or maintain a tyuativironment for the citizens of the County ofsstula
(updated 2007).

1.5 Authority and Responsibility
FWP has the authority to purchase lands that ar&dei for game, bird, fish or fur-bearing animal
restoration, propagation or protection; for pulblimting, fishing, or trapping areas; and for sgaeks
and outdoor recreation per Montana state stat8®& 5209, Montana Code Annotated (MCA).

Per state law, 8§ 87-1-201(9), MCA, FWP is requieedmplement programs that address fire mitigation,
pine beetle infestation, and wildlife habitat entement giving priority to forested lands in excet50
contiguous acres in any state park, fishing acsiéssor wildlife management area under the
department’s jurisdiction. FWP would develop ampliement forest management plans for this
property to meet the intent of this statute.

FWP is also required to deposit 20% of the purcipaiee, capped at $300,000/acquisition, for
properties it acquires (88 87-1-209 and 23-1-12NJA). Such an account would be used for weed
maintenance, fence installation or repair of ergstences, garbage removal, implementation of gafet
and health measures required by law to protecti@uiniosion control, streambank stabilization, gogc
of barriers to preserve riparian vegetation andtagtand planting of native trees, grasses, angbsh
for habitat stabilization. Such maintenance atéigishould be consistent with the Good Neighbor
Policy (23-1-126 MCA).

2.0 ALTERNATIVES

2.1. Alternative A--Proposed Action: For FWP to purchase four parcels totaling

approximately 180 acres from The Nature Conservancy
FWP proposes to purchase via fee title approxima8€lacres near Bonner, Montana, to complete the
first step in the redevelopment of the confluenaaaf the Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rivers intoeawn
state park.

FWP and the Milltown Superfund Redevelopment WagkBroup and Missoula County have applied
for and been approved for an Upper Clark Fork RB&sin Restoration Grant for approximately $2.6
million for the establishment of a public park thgh the acquisition of these four parcels, develeqm
of park facilities, and resources for the parkisahoperations and maintenance. The grant funoisld
come from the Montana Natural Resource Damage 8m@JIRDP). This program has been
responsible for performing natural resource danssgessments, pursuing the lawsuit against ARCO,
and administering funds from the settlement. T®@9lpartial settlement earmarked approximately



$130 million to restore or replace the injured matwesources in the Upper Clark Fork River Bagm.
general, restoration funds can be used on prdjeatswvill improve:

- Natural resource-based recreational opportunitiek as hunting, fishing, hiking and wildlife
watching

- Water, fish and wildlife resources
« Public drinking water supplies

The grant amount available for the purchase ofdheMilltown Park parcels is capped at $1,080,000.
A survey and appraisal are being completed by TN&Caae anticipated to be finalized before the State
Land Board meeting in December. The appraisalavprovide the final purchase price of the four
parcels from TNC (at a combined value not to exc&f080,000), and the survey would provide more
accurate boundary descriptions and acreages fqatoels and would provide Parcels 3 and 4 for
separate conveyance to FWP.

In order to meet a NRDP funding condition, FWP wkitirk with NRDP to place a deed restriction with
reversionary clause on the Bonner Hill parcel (Blatg to ensure that tract’s perpetual use as open
space and conservation lands to protect the egistitural resources.

After FWP acquires the four TNC parcels, FWP wdudahsfer title to the 102-acre Bonner Hill parcel
(Parcel 1) to the Bonner School District. The Bisthas expressed interest in obtaining the ptyder
use as an outdoor classroom, where children cauldvmlved in physically active field-based
education programs covering biology, field ecologyd forest management. At the time of transfer of
Bonner Hill, FWP would retain a trail easementuport the future development of a community-wide
trail system on the property. The District wousdame the responsibility of the parcel’s management
and maintenance expenses.

Challenges for FWP related to the proposed acguisiclude: Oversight of Parks Division
management strategies and priorities, the longe@apgration and maintenance of the parcel and
infrastructure improvements, ensuring adequatdde® emergency response services, and
enforcement of FWP rules throughout the parcelgfotecting public safety, park facilities, and
resource values. Estimated 5-year operations aiatemance expenses are $656,200 for weed
management, fencing, maintenance of grounds, eauipand facilities, signage, day-to-day operations,
contracted services, dedicated park equipmentsaladies for two full-time employees to oversee the
new park. Anticipated immediate expenses inclbh@drnstallation of appropriate signage (FWP
identification, public use rules and regulatiorts, e ongoing noxious weed management, and limited
boundary marking and fencing.

Funding for operations and maintenance expensdbddirst 5 years has been funded through the
NRDP grant. FWP has begun investigating and dseggunding options for the long-term operation
of the park, including the establishment of a rtgrofit organization for fundraising activities.

Since FWP would be reimbursed for the actual omeratand maintenance (O&M) expenses by the
NRDP instead of being given the grant funds foradédnto a designated maintenance account, FWP
believes it is in compliance with § 87-1-209, MCAclause the amount of O&M funding proposed to be



reimbursed to FWP by NRDP over the life of the pebgquals or exceeds 20% of the purchase price or
the cap of $300,000, whichever is less.

The proposed acquisition is the first componenttierestablishment of a state park at the confleiefc
the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Rivers in the aredhef old Milltown Dam. Future acquisitions and
development activities would be discussed and aedlyn additional environmental assessments.

2.2 Alternative B--No Action: FWP would not purchas four Milltown Park parcels
Under the No Action Alternative, FWP would not paase the four parcels from TNC, and TNC would
look for other conservation buyers that might ntbeetr broader Montana Lands Project conservation
goals. If no interested buyer is found, the properay be put on the real estate market for a pgiva
buyer (and potentially for limited residential usa)d likely TNC would require a conservation
easement to protect resource values. Public aeamdsl not necessarily be guaranteed by such an
easement.

Previously dedicated Natural Resource Damage Rrofirads for this acquisition would be released to
support different projects. Replacement of costiajured natural resources subject to Montana v.
ARCO would not be derived from this project.

The "No Action" alternative was considered but fdumacceptable by the Design Team of the
Milltown Park Concept Plan. The enhancement toothezall park plan by these four parcels would be
lost. Also, the Design Team recognized the inéiitg of public demand for additional access te th
area, is critical in allowing consolidated accesd management to the site.

2.3 Alternative Considered but Eliminated from Further Analysis--Conservation Easement
This alternative was not investigated since TN@nly interested in selling the parcels.

3.0AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENT CONSEQUENCES

3.1LAND Use
Over the past century, all of the Milltown Park g&s were subjected to some logging activities beea
of their close proximity to the lumber mills at Baer and Milltown. There is a log recovery project
occurring in the Blackfoot River near the Stimsoill gite where the river was dammed for the old
Bonner lumber mill. (Historically, logs were fl@at down the Blackfoot River to the dam, where they
could be pulled into the mill for processing; otlee years, hundreds of logs became water-logged and
sunk in place behind the dam.) This effort issaaiation with the Milltown Dam Superfund cleanup
efforts for the confluence area. Extraction equeptris accessing the river corridor through Pa2cel
Recovery of logs from the corridor is expectedast uintil spring run-off occurs. Access to thisceh
is currently not open to the public until the extran activities are completed for public safetgigens.

Under TNC’s ownership, the parcels have been opendnmotorized recreation such as hiking,
wildlife viewing, and fishing. All parcels are ailed in FWP’s Block Management Program for walk-
in hunter access for 2010. TNC has worked actitehgduce OHYV trails on the parcels by installing
gates or blocking pioneered (non-legal) trails viittlulders or other barriers.



There are no existing structures on Parcels 2)@4a On Parcel 1, Bonner Hill, there is a wadaikt

that provides a source of water to the Bonner Sciroe Stimson Lumber if there is a fire. Stimsas h
a right-of-way across Parcel 1 along an accessfroadHighway 200 to the water tank and also has a
lease agreement with TNC for the use and operafitime water tank and associated water lines.

All of the parcels are currently open for publicess for nonmotorized recreation activities. Hakce
Bonner Hill, has an established trail system thhmug its interior, and logging roads are also Ve&sib
There are primitive roads into Parcel 2, which jles access to its interior and to the river comid

Access points into Parcel 1 are located on itsevesind southern boundaries, where trailheads. exist
Parcel 2 is accessible from the Cowboy Trail Road®western boundary and along its shoreline with
the Blackfoot River (via Montana’s Stream Accesw).aParcel 3 is adjacent to Deer Creek Road,
which is a County maintained road. Lastly, Padci accessible by Highway 200 and its northerreedg
borders the Blackfoot River.

Proposed Action Under FWP ownership, Parcels 2, 3, and 4 woaidioue to be managed as
open space recreation areas with no immediatatfaddvelopment. Timber harvest activities would
cease unless dead or fallen trees pose a pubditysafk, at which time those trees would be rendove

FWP would manage Parcels 2, 3 and 4 as open spa@ation areas for hiking, mountain bike riding,
fishing, and wildlife viewing. Motorized recreatipsuch OHV use, would be prohibited, as would the
cutting of firewood. Hunting is expected to belghited because of the parcels’ limited size andel
proximity to residential areas. However, the asifjwin of these parcels would continue to provide
access to approximately 1,800 acres of adjacent anNOUS Forest Service lands for hunting of white-
tailed and mule deer, elk, black bear, and uplaardegbirds.Additional analysis of recreational
activities is discussed in Section 3.2.

Transfer of Bonner Hill (Parcel 1) to the Schoo$tiict is not expected to jeopardize the recreation
opportunities currently enjoyed by local resideatiough exact management plans for the parcel are
currently under discussion. The anticipated FVER ¢asement along the base of Bonner Hill would
ensure it remains accessible if and when a compsghecommunity trail system is developed.

A search of the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geoldggndoned and Inactive Mines database for
Missoula County did not identify any old hard ranknes (gold, silver, etc.) within any of the pascel
All parcels are identified as being in the histainton Mining District.

No mineral interests attached to the parcels wbaltransferred to FWP, since these are owned by a
third party. Water rights attached to the propciperty would be transferred to FWP; howevernalfi
determination of those interests is pending. Axigteng road easements attached to the parcelsdwoul
transfer to FWP.

No Actiont Under the No Action Alternative, TNC would attetrio find another buyer for the
parcels, which would increase the likelihood timat property could be used for residential develagme
since the parcels are in close proximity to the mnmities of Bonner, Milltown, West Riverside, and
Missoula. If the parcels were sold to a non-coreten buyer, such as the US Forest Service, some
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previously allowable uses of the parcels may bentaaied, reduced or eliminated depending upon the
management plans of that organization.

3.2 Aesthetics and Recreation Opportunities
Historically, all the parcels were logged to supiblg mills at Milltown and Bonner during the late
1800s and early 1900s. Since their transfer to TiNOecember 2008, the parcels have been open space
and available for nonmotorized public recreatiarghsas hiking, wildlife viewing and bird watching,
mountain biking, hunting, and river-based actigtitishing and floating on the Blackfoot River.

There are FWP fishing access sites (FASs) upstegmhdownstream from the former Milltown Dam
location and dam overlook on the Clark Fork RivBha-Ron FAS is approximately 3 miles
downstream from the overlook, whereas Turah FA&G@oximately 5.5 miles upstream from the
overlook. Along the Blackfoot River, Parcels 2 @hdre between its confluence with the Clark Fork
River and Weigh Station FAS, which is 2 miles ugatn. Parcel 4 is adjacent to the western boundary
of that FAS.

Angling pressure along the Blackfoot River fromatfluence with the Clark Fork until it meets the
Clearwater River near Clearwater Junction was tedas 23,300 angling days in 2009, which ranked it
as the 8 busiest river in the FWP Region 2 and"3fithin the state. As for the Clark Fork River,
angling pressure between the Turah FAS and theadleanwas 13,500 angling days for 2009.

The Blackfoot River currently receives substarpialic use in the reach immediately upstream of the
project area. FWP estimates public use at appiateiy 20,000 to 25,000 floaters, including anglers
through the summer season in the lower reach dBldekfoot River, from Johnsrud Park FAS to the
Weigh Station FAS.

Proposed Action:With acquisition of the three Milltown Park palsse=WP would start the
momentum for the next steps for the developmeatrmdw state park at the confluence of the Blackfoot
and Clark Fork Rivers guided by the Milltown Par&r€ept Plan. The acquisition would provide the
public continuing opportunities for many outdoocnesational activities including wildlife viewing,
fishing, hiking, mountain biking, and picnicking-he acquisition of these parcels would also provide
access to approximately 1,800 acres of adjacent anNOUS Forest Service lands for hunting of white-
tailed and mule deer, elk, black bear, and uplardegbirds.

The proposed acquisitions are expected to benkfiga number of visitors to the confluence areg, d
to its proximity to the communities of Missoula, 8¢Y®iverside, Bonner and Milltown and the
anticipated level of interest in the restored cosfice area. FWP anticipates redistribution ofiaggl
pressure downstream of Weigh Station FAS with ttguesition of Parcels 2 and 4 along the Blackfoot
River. The addition of Parcel 2 would provide tiers with additional access to the Blackfoot River.

FWP would continue with the management of the pgsufoe open year-round nonmotorized recreation.
Firewood cutting, OHV trail riding, and camping wade prohibited. Hunting would be prohibited
because of the parcel’s limited size and closeipmbxto residential areas. In the future andhas t
development of the park facilities is initiated, PViglans to evaluate all recreational opportunitiglin
the park as it develops a formal management plath@site.
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The parcels would contribute to the new state gadkig-term plans to serve as a hub for a tratesys
that would connect to Missoula and Turah. Thetegdrails would eventually link up with a planned
trails system, which is yet to be constructed, withe Milltown Reservoir remediation and restarati
project area. These new trails cannot be constluattil remediation and restoration is complétae
Kim Williams Trail, owned by the City of Missoulanmediately downstream of the proposed project
area, is by far the most popular and heavily usatlih the greater Missoula area trail network.

The purchase of the four Milltown Park parcels vdopitotect them from subdivision and residential
development and would ensure the forested moumtewrsheds for the valley communities to enjoy.
The acquisition of the parcels by FWP would alsovjate buffer zones between developed areas and
wildlands for the benefit of wildlife species. Begvation would protect riparian resources, witllif
habitat including winter range for the bighorn ghéerd resident to the area, and visual resources.
Parcels 2 and 4 would also provide managed pubtiess along the river, extending public access from
the Blackfoot greenway on the north side of thermiv

FWP anticipates that visitor use of the new parkide moderate to high depending upon the season.
With the configuration of the park and limited raswes, there will be challenges associated with
managing recreation on the property. These clgdleicould be related to: public safety, law
enforcement coverage, emergency response servargdalism, maintenance, noxious weed
management, and resource protection. For the inateefiiture, existing FWP staff based out of
Missoula plus the proposed Park Manager and mantsnworker would manage the Milltown Park

property.

Recreation would be managed in accordance withegtgpe FWP rules and regulations, including the
Parks Biennial Fee Rule, Commercial Use AdministeaRules, and Commercial Use Permit Fee Rule.
FWP would install appropriate boundary and regafasignage, and additional site information would
be available via brochures and FWP’s Montana $Ratks websitehftp://fwp.mt.gov/parks/accessed

27 Oct 2010) to inform the public of the recreaibopportunities and activities within the park.

Current recreational opportunities on Bonner Hildcel 1) are expected to remain available to the
public until such time as the School District desicbn any changes.

No Action: If FWP decides not to purchase the parcels, ThGlavlikely continue its search for
other buyers. Existing recreation opportunitiesilddikely be available to the public if the parsel
were sold to another state agency or a federalcggen

Future access for public recreation activitieslengarcels under private ownership would be diffitu
analyze since it is unknown what a new owner(shinip. Public access on the parcels could be
decreased or eliminated depending upon the desitbe new owner.

3.3Vegetation
Coniferous forest comprises approximately 95% of the target propeRgrest types include
predominately ponderosa pirféijus ponderosa) and Douglas-fir Pseudotsuga menziesii), but aspen
(Populus tremuloides) and western larch (Larix occidentalis) are prégehmited quantities. The
underbrush includes snowber&§yphoricarpos albus), kinnikinnick (Arctostaphylos uva-uris), and
ninebark Physocarpus malvaceus). Much of the conifer forest habitat on the p&deas been harvested
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in the past because the properties were ownedday tiomber mills. There are no visible infestasaf
bark beetle on the parcels.

Figure 2. Southern boundary of Parcel 2 with Figure 3. Forsted landscape of Parcel 3.

Blackfoot River in the foreground.

Elevations range from 3,200 feet near the BlackRiger up to 4,100 feet at Bonner Hill. The majpri
of the forested areas range from 30-60% slopeh, miited areas of Parcel 2 and 3 nearly level and
areas within Parcel 2 possessing slopes up to 80%.

Riparian habitats currently exist in limited quantity on the BlacktoRiver shorelines adjacent to Parcel
2 and 4. Species present include willamd other herbaceous plants.

Invasive weed species are present in limited asghsn all the parcels. Exotic weed species inelud
spotted knapweedCentaurea maculosa), leafy spurgeEuphorbia esula), common hound’s-tongue
(Cynoglossum officinale), and Canada thistl€{rsiumarvense). TNC has done some recent weed
management activities to control existing noxiaufestations on Parcels 1 and 2.

Proposed Action FWP acquisition of the three proposed Milltowarlparcels would prevent
further impacts from industrial timber harvest aadreation activities within the riparian areas and
provide opportunity for future riparian corridoisteration activities. Regionally, riparian corndare
most threatened by residential development andstnidiitimber harvest activities.

Wildfires would be subject to immediate suppressipan detection. Fire suppression on the Milltown
Park parcels would fall under the jurisdiction dfIRC.

If FWP were to acquire the three Milltown Park mds¢ FWP would agree on a Weed Management Plan
specific to the remaining Milltown Park parcels lwiissoula County Weed District that would be in
accordance with the FWP’s Integrated Noxious Weeasidgement Plan (2008) and the FWP Region 2
Parks Division Weed Management Implementation F2840). In accordance with § 7-22-215, MCA,
the FWP is required to have the property inspeatetidevelop a site-specific noxious weed
management plan agreement in cooperation with geslwdistrict. Any isolated patches of invading
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species would be eradicated by the most efficiadtedfective means (e.g., hand-pulling, digging or
herbicide spot treatment), depending on weed spacid site limitations. FWP’s priority for herldei
control of noxious weeds on the subject lands wdeldo spray roadsides and previously disturbed
areas. Roadsides would be inspected annuallyhéoptirpose of detecting and eradicating any new
weed introductions before infestations become éshadal. As an additional preventive measure, FWP
would confine motorized traffic to the previouslgstribed road system and would otherwise avoid
disturbance of the soil surface.

The existing conifer forest on Bonner Hill, Partelvould likely remain intact due to the NRDP deed
restriction terms that protect the existing resesnzalues. Noxious weed management of Bonner Hill
would be under the jurisdiction of the School Dettr

No Actiont If TNC retained the parcels and sold it to aeottonservation buyer, there could be
potential impacts to the vegetation resources,(@ngber management) depending upon who the new
landowner was and their intended management datiscape. If TNC sold the parcels to a private
buyer the exact level of this risk is unknown sittoe future impacts to resources and public access
would be dependent on the desires of the propengig owner(s). It is difficult to predict how new
ownership would affect existing vegetation and Vifiddhabitat resources since actual landowner
activities are unknown. There is the potentialresidential development, which could negatively
impact habitat for wildlife species and the foresteew-shed.

3.4 Wildlife Species
Even with a high level of human presence and bkeisgcted by Interstate 90 and a Montana Rail Link
railroad line, the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Rivexnfluence area is within an important ungulate and
large carnivore movement corridor between the Sai®elway ecosystem southwest of Missoula and
the Northern Continental Divide ecosystem northeéMissoula, with the preferred routes traversing
the Bitterroot Mountains to the north end of th@@@are Mountains, passing west of the Rattlesnake
Wilderness area (Walker and Craighead 1997, Amefgadlands 2008). Species known to use
corridor are white-tailed deer, black bear, mountains, grizzly bear, and gray wolf.

FWP’s Region 2 Wildlife Management Specialist repdinat despite Parcels 1, 2, and 4’s proximity to
human development, the parcels are used heavilyduntain lion, black bear, elk, and white-tailed
deer. Additionally, the parcels are frequentedarmpse and wolf of this region, and a wolverine was
trapped nearby at higher elevations.

Parcel 2 is along the north side of the BlackfomeR across the river from the former Stimson Mill
This parcel includes over 4,500 feet of frontagmglthe Blackfoot River. This parcel supports vasio
ungulates species, including bighorn sheep, el vamte-tailed deer, as well as frequent mooseofise
the Blackfoot River corridor.

Parcel 3 includes a 20-acre parcel between thedii Dam Overlook and Deer Creek Road. The
heavily wooded parcel provides habitat for whitdéethdeer and various small mammals and avian
species. Although this parcel does not includerrirontage to the Clark Fork River, it provides a
access point for wildlife species to the river ggland confluence area.
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Parcel 4 consists of approximately 11 acres of lemdediately south of the Blackfoot River and
upstream of the former Stimson Mill. The parceluiies approximately 1,300 feet of Blackfoot River
frontage, including a bedrock outcrop that has l#epapular destination for the anglers. The land is
divided by Highway 200 and also includes the re&dyi steep forested hill side overlooking the
highway to the south. This parcel connects landseatly owned by FWP upstream on the Blackfoot
River at the Weigh Station Fishing Access Site Wi#iicel 1, described above, to the south.

The Blackfoot River’s riparian habitats provide s@aal and year-round use by a variety of species,
including great blue herons, bald eagle, osprepa@a goose, mallard, common merganser, pileated
woodpecker, belted kingfisher, great horned owd, arany other small mammal, amphibian, and avian
species.

A list of sensitive species observed on or nedneyproperty, or likely to occur based on species
distribution range and habitat suitability, is udéd in Table 1.

Proposed Action FWP acquisition of the three Milltown Park pdsc&ould ensure connectivity
between the nearby Sapphire and Rattlesnake Masrai wide-ranging native species, such as grizzly
bears, black bear, elk, and white-tailed deer. FA8tiisition would protect and potentially, leadhe
enhancement of riparian corridors important to @atigry songbirds, small mammals, amphibians, and
aguatic species (fish species are described in0Bet).

Preservation of Parcel 2 would protect ripariamuoeses, wildlife habitat including winter range tbe
bighorn sheep herd resident to the area. To ntigassible impacts to bighorn sheep, and for the
benefit of multiple species, FWP recommends a sedstosure from December 1st - May 15th for this
parcel. The closure would provide secure wintageafor bighorn sheep, white-tailed and mule deer,
and elk. Although elk and mule deer do not utilabitat on Parcel 2, new public access from this
property to thousands of acres of public landgamarth would be detrimental to those populatioBs.
having the closure go until May 15th, it allows lgn sheep to access important, secure lambing
habitat across from the Check Station Fishing A&&te (FAS) before the general public begins using
the property and its adjacent lands. Disturbaneend the winter and the last trimester of calvargl
lambing would remain almost status quo with curtenels of disturbance.

All four parcels include highly desirable lands fesidential development. Parcel 2 is zoned for
residential development and the other parcels @reaned by the County. Views of the rivers and
confluence area, forested landscape, and theie gasimity to the communities of Bonner, West
Riverside, and Missoula only add to their attrastiess.

FWP management of Parcels 2, 3 and 4 would maiotaiment nonmotorized recreation opportunities
and wildlife viewing opportunities, but prohibit hiing. No impacts are expected to wildlife spedies
the proposed action is approved.

Transfer of the 102-acre Bonner Hill (Parcel 1)hte School District is not expected to influence th

habitat of resident wildlife or impact the movenseaf transient species because of its use being
restricted by the NRDP grant terms.
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No Action: If no action were taken by FWP, TNC would loak &nother conservation buyer, in
which the current wildlife resources (e.g., divershabitat, etc.) may be maintained and the ingact
would be minimal if any.

If the parcels were sold to a private buyer, imgatriocal habitat for a host of game and nongame
wildlife species might be impacted, an importanticor between the Sapphire and Rattlesnake
Mountains wildland complexes could be compromised] the subject lands would be put at greater
long-term risk of residential development. Furthere, historic public access to the parcels and
through them to large tracts of adjacent publicifacould be lost. Exact level of risk of loss abhiat
and public access are unknown, since they are depénn the desires of the new property owner(s).

3.5 Fisheries Species and Water Resources
The Blackfoot River is one of twelve renowned “BR#bon” rivers in Montana and a major tributary
of the Clark Fork River. The river begins near @antinental Divide and flows 132 miles to its mout
at Bonner, where it merges with the Clark ForkshFSpecies present in the Blackfoot River include
rainbow trout, brown trout, mountain whitefish, bkatrout, westslope cutthroat trout (Montana Spsecie
of Concern), bull trout (threatened species und@h ) various sucker and sculpin species, redside
shiner, longnose dace, northern pikeminnow, peamaund others.

Milltown Park Parcels 2 and 4 have river frontay®00 feet and 1,300 feet respectively, to the
Blackfoot River.

Figure 4. View of the Blackfoot River at the nomhéoundary of Parcel 4.

Floodplain: The shorelines of Parcels 2 and 4 with the BlaakRiver are identified as being within the
100-year floodplain by US Federal Emergency Managegmgency floodplain map database. Parcels 1
and 3 are not adjacent to nor do they include [sodievater.

Water Rights: A search of the Montana Department of NaturaloBeses and Conservation water rights
database identified no water right records assetiaith the Milltown Park parcels.

Proposed Action FWP acquisition of Parcels 2 and 4 would protecteriban 5,800 feet
riverine riparian habitat along the Blackfoot Rivé@rhe acquisition would facilitate the expansidao
active public/private stream restoration prograanglthe Blackfoot River drainage.
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The project would have no impacts on fisheries faabish passage or aguatic species.

No Action Alternative If FWP decides not to purchase the parcels,uinknown how fisheries
and water resources (riparian areas) would betafldzy another buyer’s future management after TNC
sells the parcels, especially for Parcels 2 andtld their river frontage.

3.6 Cultural and Historic Resources
Much of the breadth of western history can be tidbeough the Two Rivers confluence, beginning
with the last collapsing ice dam that unleashedi@ld.ake Missoula floods some 13,000 years ago,
and concluding with the removal of the Milltown Damnd the restoration of Two Rivers Confluence.

In 1854, Captain John Mullan surveyed through tteecf Milltown and in 1858-61 carved the Mullan
Trail from Walla Walla, Washington to Fort Bentdvpntana (The Bicentennial Committee Bonner
School, 1976). It wasn’t until the mid-1880s ttia towns of Bonner and Milltown were established
when lumber mills were established to provide tinfoe the Northern Pacific Railroad. In the early
days, most of the population of these communitias eomprised of Swedes, Norwegians, and Finns,
with smaller numbers of Scots, Irish, and Germans.

Although the timber mills dominated the area focaties, the building of the Milltown Dam across the
Clark Fork River in 1905-06 provided employmentriany residents and attracted many new ones. The
hydro-electric dam was built to provide the groweigctric system in Missoula additional energy and
also was use to establish an interurban railwayicebetween Bonner and Missoula. Many houses

built by the mill for its employees still remain Bonner and Milltown.

There are known Tribal cultural resources in thegwiy of the former Milltown Dam Reservoir, and
within the project area. The Bonner-Milltown akeas an important junction on the trail to the east
across the mountains toward Potomac. The confeiar&a was an important camp, rendezvous, and
fishing area for native peoples (The Bicentenniaintittee Bonner School, 1976).

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes astees of natural resources within the project asea
a result of rights associated with the 1855 Hedlgaeaty. The Tribes have been active partners in
developing the Restoration Plan for the Clark ARnker and Blackfoot River near Milltown Dam since
October 2005.

Proposed ActionFWP’s proposed acquisition would likely have aippes effect on any cultural
or historical resources by securing and managiagtim public ownership. By Montana law (22-3-433
MCA, Montana Antiquities Act), all state agenci@e eequired to consult with the State Historic
Preservation Office on the identification and lematof heritage properties on lands owned by thtest
that may be adversely impacted by a proposed actidevelopment project.

No Action: If TNC sold the parcels to either a state or fatlagency, historical resources within
the parcels would be protected by either the Mamtantiquities laws (22-3-4 MCA) or the applicable
federal laws, including the National Historic Presgion Act of 1966.  If the parcels were saldcat
private party, it is unknown if or at what levesturic sites would be affected.
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3.7 Community and Taxes
All of the Milltown Park parcels are within a twaileradius of the unincorporated community of
Bonner, Montana. Since Bonner is unincorporaedestimation of population of the immediate asea |
difficult to define. However, the School Distrestimates the population of the immediate area
(Bonner, Milltown, Piltzville, and West Riversidi) be 1,800.

For most of the 2@century, the economies of Bonner and Milltown eead on their timber mills, but
with the closure of the Stimson Lumber mill in 2008th communities have been struggling. As an
indicator of the economic climate of the local coumty, there are 380 children attending the Bonner
School (K-8 grade) and 60% are receiving assistance througtitewed-cost meals program.

In 2005, the leadership of Missoula County completpdates to their 2002 Growth Policy to provide
guidance for decision-making for community and exort development, transportation management,
public facilities, and natural resource managemafdny of the Plan’s community goals and objectives
integrate preserving and improving the natural emment within Missoula County. The Natural
Environment Goals are 1) create sustainable ralshiip between human activities and natural systems
and 2) protect the natural environment and improwdere degradation has occurred. Goals that are
noteworthy are: #6 Protect existing wetlands astbre historic wetlands wherever possible, #9 etote
areas critical for wildlife survival and minimizepacts on less critical wildlife, #11 Preserve and
enhance the urban forest, #12 Minimize noxious weand #13 Preserve area with scenic open space
value.

Property taxes assessed on the parcels totalsgg82ar based on the County’s current tax
assessment.

Proposed Action:The proposed acquisition of the Milltown Parkqeds is not expected to have
any negative affects to the communities of Bonhgitfown, or West Riverside. There is the potehtia
that if the establishment of the anticipated neatespark near the confluence area is completedehs
as the trail system connecting the park with Missoilne local communities could experience an iflu
of visitors going to the park. This influx may spiew economic develop and recreation-based
businesses to emerge, in those communities.

The proposed acquisition by FWP would be consistatht the goals of the Missoula County Growth
Plan in that scenic and natural places within thenty would be preserved for future generations of
residents to enjoy. Wildlife habitat importantighorn sheep and the wildlife corridor between the
Sapphire and Rattlesnake Mountains would remaiitadola to migratory species. Furthermore, there
are additional goals and objectives specific taucal and historic resources and development Eatter
identified in the Growth Plan that would be reach@dugh FWP’s acquisition of the Milltown Park
parcels.

Purchase of the Milltown Park parcels by FWP fetaie park and the donation of Bonner Hill to the
Bonner School District would prohibit future subidion of the property and potential revenues to the
county that would result. However, preclusionabdivision would also save the county from haviog t
provide services (public safety, etc.) to newlyeleped areas. Of the four parcels, only a pomion
Parcel 2 has been zoned by the County. Its zoQirgy], encourages the continuing use of the land fo
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recreation and natural resource production anddinessidential density to one dwelling per fortyesc
The others are not zoned.

The actual amount of property taxes paid to thenBois expected to change. FWP is required by taw t
make tax payments to counties equal to the ambanatprivate landowner would be required to pay
per Montana Code 87-1-603.axes would total approximately $453.00 per yeatHe remaining three
parcels (#2, #3, and #4) and would be paid frorste?g FWP accounts. Taxes for Parcel 1, Bonner
Hill, are $229 and these tax revenues would bettogte County since school districts are exengnfr
paying property taxes, although they are requiogubly special taxes for sanitation and similarisess

No Actiont If the property were sold to a conservation lsugaxes paid to the County would
likely remain the same as they are now. If thegarwere sold and used for limited residential
development, the amount of tax revenue paid t&Cinenty could be higher than the current level hat t
exact amount of change is difficult to predictrasttime.

3.8Cumulative Impacts
Proposed ActionThe proposed purchase would contribute to thg term preservation of
wildlife movement corridors between the Sapphiré Rattlesnake Mountains for wide-ranging wildlife
such as wolverine, elk, grizzly bear, mountain Jiand other species in an area where residential
development is a threat to the remaining open space

Similarly, the long term protection of riparian asealong the Blackfoot River and would assist in an
future fisheries habitat restoration activitiegiated by FWP to improve habitat quality for nattveut
populations, as well as other aquatic and teredstpecies.

Continuing public access to the subject lands wouwddhtain the existing recreational opportunities,
such as hiking, wildlife viewing, mountain bike ind, and fishing. The proposed acquisition would
also complete the first step for the plans of disthing a new state park at the confluence of the
Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rivers. Which in turncéd and regional economies and lifestyles tiedhéo t
unique presence of expansive fish, wildlife, andeation resources would be maintained and likely
enhanced.

With the completion of the acquisition and donatdrBonner Hill to the School District, the remaigi
Milltown Park parcels would become available fag tmplementation of next phase of the Milltown
Park Concept Plan; the development of park fagditilmpacts of the development phase would be
described and analyzed in another environmentakassent. However, over the long term, some
impacts to the human environment are anticipatednasuld likely be mitigated through the FWP’s
Best Management Practices for construction of itaasland the management of the Park for the benefi
of the public and wildlife and fisheries species.

Economic impact to the County and the local area®gpected to be mostly positive over the lonmter
with the establishment and development of the it Park and the extended trail system. However,
since Parcel 1 would be transferred to the Bonolo# District, there would be an annual reductbbn
$229 in property tax revenue to the County.
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No Action: The implementation of the No Action alternativeuld eliminate these parcels from
the broader development plans for the Milltown Pamil confluence area, but it would not impact the
long term plans for the establishment the Parka@tbnfluence of the Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rever
since additional lands are expected to be availafide the completion of the remediation and
reclamation work at the former Milltown Dam Researvo

If no action were taken, wildlife habitat and faexareas may be jeopardized or manipulated
depending upon the new landowner’s plans. If éimel$ move under public ownership, impacts to
vegetation, wildlife, fisheries, and public accessld be minimal and meet many of the goals and
objectives of the Missoula County Growth Plan termatural resources. The wildlife corridor betwee
the Sapphire and Rattlesnake Mountain may be peatédcom development and ensure a forested view-
shed in perpetuity.

If the parcels were sold to private buyers, thristéng natural resource values could be impadtéuaely
were developed for residences, even with a pretectonservation easement. Wildlife movements may
change to navigate around newly developed sitegpahlic access into the parcels and on to adjoining
public lands may be either be allowed or prohibit€dedicting long term changes of the parcels’
management under private ownership is not easyrézast.

4.0RESOURCE | SSUESCONSIDERED BUT ELIMINATED FROM _DETAILED ANALYSIS

The Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) provéder the identification and elimination from
detailed study of issues, which are not signifieanvhich have been covered by a prior environnienta
review, narrowing the discussion of these issueshigef presentation of why they would not have a
significant effect on the physical or human envimamt or providing a reference to their coverage
elsewhere (ARM 12.2.434(d)). While these resouatesmportant, FWP anticipates they would be
unaffected by the proposed action or if there aseedfects, those influences could be adequately
mitigated as a result these resources were elisdrfabm further detailed analysis.

4.1 Soils
A query of the US Department of Agriculture’s (USP3oil Survey database of the Milltown Park
parcels identified only 10 different soil typesdhghout the parcels and is dominated by gravedyie.
Soil types identified included Orthents, Repp vgrgvelly loam, Tally sandy loam, Winkler gravelly
loam, Perma stoney loan, and Winkler-Rubble landmdex. . (USDA Soil Survey database, 10/8/10)

None of the Milltown Park parcels include Primddmique farmland as designed by the US
Agricultural Department.

No impacts are anticipated to the parcels sincgraond disturbing activities are planned by FWP or
the Bonner School District.

4.2 Air Quality
Under either alternative, changes to the ambierguality are unlikely since neither FWP nor the
School District have immediate plans for constutir development which could affect particulate
levels and air quality.
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4.3 Noise and Electrical Effects
Since TNC ownership, the parcels have only been tpaeonmotorized recreational activities. Traffic
noise from Interstate 90 or Highway 200 can eds#iyreard from Parcels 2-4. Noise levels at Pdrcel
are minimal since its boundaries are not diredatijpeent to a major traffic corridor. The potenfii
changes in noise levels would depend on the FWRIdlze School District’'s authorized recreational
activities within their parcels and the intensifytltose activities in a specific location. Itikdly both
organizations would limit motorized activities wiititheir parcels, so ambient noise levels are exeplec
to remain at existing levels.

Existing utility easements (electrical, telephosie) would not be affected by either alternative.
4.4 Risk and Health Hazards
As part of FWP’s due diligence, the Department \waidmplete a hazardous materials survey prior to

the property’s acquisition. A hazardous matesals/ey was completed in 2008 and FWP is working
to have that surveyed updated in the near future.

5.0 NEED FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL |MPACT STATEMENT

Based on the significance criteria evaluated is BA, is an EIS required? No. Based upon the above
assessment, which has identified a very limited lmemof minor impacts from the proposed action, an
EIS is not required and an Environmental Assessisaht appropriate level of review.

6.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

6.1Public Involvement
Planning Process:
The Milltown Redevelopment Working Group, in coaén with the Department of Fish, Wild life
and Parks, Missoula County and the National Parki&eRivers and Trail Conservation Assistance
Program considered several design alternativesgltine intensive park design process conducted in
2007. A Design Team was convened for an intensagggd workshop, comprised of local and county
residents, area youth, stakeholder interest growgigral resource and recreation management agencie
and the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.

Public opinion was solicited during the design wshiop and immediately following its completion to
find out what the public liked and did not like alb@ach proposal. Following the workshop, a second
round of public meetings was conducted and thedegign alternatives were presented for public
comment. After the public meetings, the Milltowndegelopment Working Group discussed the design
options and public comment over the course of sfwveeetings and finally settled on a revised versio
of the low intensity development alternative.

The Working Group members gave presentations tongrothers, the Bonner School Board, the
Bonner Community Council, community groups, Citg&ounty officials and agencies, emergency
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services personnel, college students, and commaaodgss television. This plan was ultimately
presented to the Missoula County Commissioners, uvtamimously endorsed it in July, 2008.

Current Environmental Assessment:
Public notification of the EA release and opportiesito comment will be by:
* A statewide press release

» Two legal notices in each of these newspapkmdependent Record (Helena) andMissoulian;
* Direct mailing to adjacent landowners and intekgiaties;

* Public notice and posting the EA on the Fish, Viféd&k Parks web pagdattp: //fwp.mt.gov
(“Recent Public Notices”).

Copies of this EA will be available for public rew at FWP Region 2 Headquarters in Missoula and on
the FWP web site.

A public meeting will be held on November™iffom 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Bonner School &ilr
This meeting is co-sponsored with the US Environtadprotection Agency and topics planned for
discussion include status updates on the remedjatgtoration, and redevelopment of the Milltown
Dam area. At this meeting, the public will havea@portunity to have questions answered by FWP
staff and submit comments about the proposed Milit€ark acquisition.

This level of public notice and participation igpappriate for a project of this scope having femvited
physical and human impacts.

6.2 Duration of Comment Period

The public comment period will extend for thirtydj3days beginning October 28, 2010. Written
comments will be accepted by FWP until 5:00 p.nové&inber 26, 201@nd can be mailed to the address
below:

Milltown Park Acquisition

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Region 2 Headquarters

3201 Spurgin Rd.

Missoula, MT 59804

or email comments tdvlilltownPark@mt.gov
or phone comments to: 406-542-5540

6.3 Timeline of Events
Environmental Assessment Public Comment Period October 28 - November 26, 2010
EA Submitted to FWP Commission December 9th
EA Submitted to MT Land Board December 20th
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6.4 Offices/Programs contacted or contributing tohis document:

Bonner School District, Bonner, MT
Missoula County Assessor Office, Missoula MT
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks:

Lands Bureau, Helena

Legal Bureau, Helena

Parks Division, Helena and Missoula, MT

Wildlife and Fisheries Division, Missoula
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Coasery Helena MT
Montana Natural Heritage Program, Species of Condatabase
Natural Resource Damage Program, Montana Departohduistice, Helena MT
The Nature Conservancy, Missoula, MT
US Department of Agriculture, Soil Survey Database
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Wetlands Database

/.OEA PREPARATION

Lee Bastian, FWP R-2 Parks Manager, Missoula MT

Rebecca Cooper, FWP MEPA Coordinator, Helena, MT

Kristi DuBois, FWP Non-game Wildlife Biologist, Mssula, MT
Candace Durran, FWP Lands Agent, Helena, MT

Vickie Edwards, FWP Wildlife Biologist, Missoula MT

Jamie Jonkel, FWP Wildlife Biologist, Missoula MT

Pat Saffel, FWP R-2 Fisheries Manager, Missoula, MT

Sara Scott, FWP Heritage Resources Specialist, Mdlo

Roger Semler, FWP Parks Division Operations Buf@aief, Helena MT
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